
SAMANTHA MCEWEN – BOWER PAINTINGS 

 

Glitzy woven curtains with dense white paint working its way through the surface, causing 

the fabric to drape and shimmer. Small duo chromes sitting side by side: two colour gouache 

on partly exposed canvas, vibrant colours meticulously juxtaposed. Tarpaulin, stretched 

onto the wall, sporadically decked with soft white clouds of paint.   

 

Privileging materials as her starting point, Samantha McEwen searches for contrast and 

balance. She samples, experiments, and dissects, acknowledging and celebrating the 

potential of fabricated materials in their meeting with the paint.  

 

Bower Paintings, presented at Generation & Display, nods to McEwen’s Scottish upbringing 

and her understanding of nature – not as aesthetics, landscape, specimens or the physical 

world, but as sensations of balance and tranquillity: an energy that can be carefully re-

created in her painting. It is neither nostalgic, sentimental nor restricted to a life lived outside 

the city.  

 

McEwen spent the early days of her career in New York during contemporary art’s move 

towards the urban, with pop and graffiti in ascendance. Although knowingness and pop-

culture reverberate through her work, the obvious references are jettisoned – what is 

retained is the pop-art tradition of breaking the world down to shiny surfaces; an approach 

that she has sophisticated and matured.    

  

Mass-produced materials we know from city landscapes, the glass and steel that constantly 

surrounds us, are abstracted, imitated, and converted into or onto canvases. The bold and 

insistent colours of the 21st century urban, commercial and digital aesthetics are tamed and 

stripped into semi-abstractions, peacefully layered and composed, barely hinting at the 

visual turmoil of the contemporary moment from which they came. All that remains, is peace, 

balance, glitter, gouache and tarpaulin.        

 

Samantha McEwen - Bower Paintings can be viewed at Generation & Display from May 15th   

through June 17th 2019 by appointment only. Private view May 14th 6:30-8:30. Please 

contact info@queensrollahouse.com.  
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